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o General Info 

- ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŝŀǘ Ŏƛǘȅ ǎǉǳƛǊǊŜƭǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƭŜŀŘ ǇƻƛǎƻƴƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳ ŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦΩǎ ŀƛǊ ǾŜƴǘǎ  

- ¢ŀƪŜ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƘŜƴ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŀǇŀǊǘ ǎƻ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 

- Put all appliances on wheels for easy maintenance & cleaning 

-  

o Local Stores  

¶ Brookstown Hardware 

4828 McClelland Drive 

 Baton Rouge, LA 70805-3649 

- (225) 356-2249  

 

¶ B & B Faucet Repairs 

14312 Florida Boulevard 

 Baton Rouge, LA   

- (225) 275-0909   

-  
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o General Info 

- Fire extinguishers should be tested 1/yr 

- ¢ƘŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ƴǳǘκōƻƭǘ ǎƛȊŜ ƻƴ Ƴƻǎǘ ŀǇǇƭƛŀƴŎŜǎ ƛǎ рκмсέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǘ driver extension on the  drill 

-  

 

o Local Stores  

-  

 

o Recommended Things to Buy 

- Semi-Rigid ducting material 

- Dryer vent flaps for outside of shed 

- Dryer brush for cleaning lint out of the ducting 

-  

o Refrigerators 

- Clean under the fridge & between the coils 

-  

 

o Dishwashers 

- Dishwaters are notorious for leaking, so before you install them, caulk/seal the 
ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǎƘǿŀǎƘŜǊ ƭŜŀƪǎ ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ǌǳƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀōƛƴŜǘǊȅ 

-  

o Garbage Disposals 

- Look inside the garbage disposal with a flashlight to see how it works 
or look for things that are stuck 

- When the garbage disposal gets stuck, go under the sink 
& use an allen wrench to move the gears inside around 

- LŦ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊōŀƎŜ ŘƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ 
pressed the reset button underneath the garbage disposal 

-  

o Washing Machines 

- Rubber hoses on washing machines rot out (especially for hot water) 

ƈ Better to go with steel braided hoses 
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o Dryers 

¶ Dryer Ducting & Vents 

- Use the good (rigid) ducting material for your drier vent 

- Make sure the vent from the drier to the outside has vent flaps 
(to prevent critters from crawling in) 

¶ Dryer Maintenance 

- Take  the back of the drier off & vacuum out the dust 

- wǳƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŘǊƛŜǊ ŦƛƭǘŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ƛŦ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ Ŧƭƻǿ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘ ŜŀǎƛƭȅΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōκŎ ōǳƛƭŘǳǇ ŦǊƻƳ the drier sheets.   

- This film can be removed with 409 & a rag 

      

 

¶ Dryer Plugs 

- The old Drier plugs is supposed to have a 
ground wire running from the drier to a 
water  pipe to ground the static electricity  

        

 

o Grounding 

- Green screws or nuts indƛŎŀǘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ ground 

- to ground an appliance attach one end of a 14-16 gauge wire (like from 
an extension cord) to the green bolt and the other end to a copper 
water pipe 

- ŀ άgrounding rodέ ƛs a 6 foot copper rod in the ground that is connected 
to the electrical box 

-  

 

o Electrical 

- Never plug a space heater or an A/C unit into a cheap, thin extension cord, always use a thick 
extension cord 

- When using an extension cord to run large appliances, unravel the cord first to prevent it 
ŦǊƻƳ ƻǾŜǊƘŜŀǘƛƴƎ όŘƻƴΩǘ use while the cord is tightly wound) 

-  
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o General Info 

- HOT on the LEFT & COLD on the RIGHT 

- ǎƻƭƛŘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǌǳƴ ǳǇ Ƙƛƭƭ 

- tƭǳƳōƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƛƴŜǎǎŜΧΦŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǘƻƻ ǘƛƎƘǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŎǊŀŎƪ ǇƛǇŜǎΣ ōǊŜŀƪ 
o-rings, etc., always air on the side of caution by backing  

- If you have a hot water leak you can turn the water off at the hot water heater 

- LŦ ȅƻǳ ǎƳŜƭƭ ǎŜǿŜǊ Ǝŀǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴȅ ŘǊŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǇŜŀ ǘǊŀǇ ϧ ƴƻǿ 
methane from the sewer is coming up 

- Figure out where your cleanouts are located 

- If you need to find buried pipes in the yard, get a pumbers snake & send it all the way out 
(through the toilette) & then turn it on (so that it clangs around in the pipe), then go 
outside & walk around your yard & listen for the clanging 

o Toilettes 

- Use stainless steel bolts & screws  or coat the current screws in clear nail polish 

- Pay extra for stainless steel screws, or coat the  

¶ Toilette Leaks 

- ¢ƻ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀƪ ƛǎ Ǉǳǘ ŦƻƻŘ ŎƻƭƻǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƴƪ ōǳǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƭǳǎƘΣ  ƴƻǿ ǿŀǘŎƘ 
where the color goes 

- If the color goes into the bowl but not the floor then your flapper is leaking 

 

o Replacing Faucets 

- Remove the faucet handle 

ƈ LŦ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǊŜƳƻǾŜ Ǝet a Faucet Handle Puller  

- LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ ƻŦ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇƛǇŜǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭΣ ǘƘŜƴ 
before you go any further go to an autoparts store & get their 
best penetrating oil 

ƈ Spray the penetrating oil  drenching the stem, then 
lightly tap it with a hammer to make sure the oil goes 
deep into the faucet stem 

- Use the hexagon tube wrench to remove the stem, as you unscrew the stem, stop 
occasionally & backup the bolt within the stem (otherwise it will get stuck) 

- ²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜƳΣ ŎƘŜŎƪκǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǎƘŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜƳ 

- LŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǳŎŜǘ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƭŜŀƪǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ŎǊŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǾŜ ǎŜŀǘ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ 
pipe in the wall (this happens a lot in hot water faucets) 
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o Bath Tubs 

- Drill cores under the tub, & spray foam insulation into the holes to insulate the tub 

o Caulking 

- LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ǘƻ ŎŀǳƭƪΣ ǳǎŜ ƭŀǘŜȄ Ŏŀulks (not silicone caulks) 

- When re-caulking tubes, sinks, etc. make sure you use mildew resistant caulks                         
όǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳǊ Ŏŀǳƭƪ ǘǳǊƴǎ Ǉƛƴƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƳƛƭŘŜǿύ 

- When using silicone caulks, make sure to check the expiration dates 

1) Remove old caulk 

2) bleach the hole, use a narrow scrub brush to get the bleach deep into the whole 
 & up behind the tile 

3) wash out the bleach with water 

4) take a hair drier & thoroughly dry the hole    

5) apply a new line of caulk 

6) let dry at least 24 hours before using the tub or shower 
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o Cleaning out Drains 

- ά{ǳǇŜǊƛŜǊ ¢ƻƻƭέ  ŦƻǊ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŀƛǊ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ŘǊŀƛƴǎ 

- Turbo Snake (as seen on TV by OnTel) 

- Drain Cleaning Bladder (Harbor Freight) 

 

 

 

 

o Water Meter 

- You can buy a water key to cut off the water at the meter 

- If the triangle is moving on the water meter when you know that no 
water is running in the house, than you have a leak. 
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